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Tourism mobilities

• Lots of them

– 1 billion ‘International Tourist Arrivals’

– Global, 8 % employment

• 25 % employment

Tourist motivations/cultures

• The ‘sign regime’

“sightseeing is the only large-scale human
activity that systematically moves the human
subject into a position of adjacency to the
symbolic order, a position organized to produce
a direct encounter with the symbolic” (MacCannell

2012; 186)
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What moves them?

• Discourses

• Financial collapse/austerity

• Climate Change

Nature Based Tourism

• Utilitarian discourses
– Renewal

– Nature revivifies

• The Romantic Gaze
– Nature as a ‘thing’

• Consuming nature

• The Sublime
– Humans as insignificant
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Nature Based Tourism

• The Eco-Gaze

– Nature-Culture entwined

• Co-creating ‘nature’

What moves them?

• 2008 Financial Crash

– ‘austerity’
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The rise of the ‘staycation’
Part of Tourism Satellite Account, 2010 - The Economic Importance of Tourism
ONS. 15 October 2013

Fig 1: Tourism expenditure,
2008-12 (£ millions)
http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/rel/tourism/t
ourism-satellite-account/2010---the-
economic-importance-of-tourism/sty-
staycation.html

Tourist numbers

• Fragmented statistics
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DEFRA (2011) Assessment of Benefits
working paper

PNDP Visitor Survey 2005
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2012 Great Britain Day Visits Survey
(GBDVS 2012).VisitEngland

• EMids Outdoor Leisure in countryside

2011 = 93m – 2012 = 108m (+19%)

• England

2011 = 1307m 2012 = 1467m (+12%)

… then 3 months to August 2013

down 14% (16% on year)
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Future

• Peak Oil

• Climate Change

• Useful statistics

– WAID


