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Forgotten Landscapes    

Torfaen County Borough Council (TCBC) is lead partner for the Forgotten 

Landscapes Partnership.  It is responsible for the delivery of a three-year landscape 

conservation management programme funded by the Heritage Lottery Fund and a 

range of other partners.  The project covers an area of  71 square kilometres and 

straddles Torfaen, Monmouthshire and Blaenau Gwent in southeast Wales. 

  

The Forgotten Landscapes Partnership received £2.47 million of funding from a 

number of public bodies including the Heritage Lottery Fund in April 2010. During the 

projectôs three year duration it aims to conserve and interpret the natural habitat and 

wildlife of the Blaenavon Industrial Landscape World Heritage Site and the 

surrounding area. The Partnership will also facilitate the conservation of the post-

industrial features and ancient monuments that form the distinct historic character of 

the local landscape.  

  

Among the many natural heritage projects will be the restoration of wetlands, 

grasslands and heather moorland to provide habitats for the areaôs wildlife; the 

conservation of red grouse and the return of Welsh mountain ponies and traditional 

breeds of cattle to the common-land for the first time in a generation.  



Forgotten Landscapes    



The Blorenge SSSI     



The Blorenge SSSI     

Å 997 ha between 300m and 600m 

 

2 local authorities and most of the area falls within the Brecon Beacons National 

Park. Part of a UNESCO World Heritage Site 

 

Å Main land use is sheep grazing by local commoners, but the area is widely used 

for recreational activities.  

 

Å The site is of ecological interest owing to the underlying rocks which support a 

range of upland moorland vegetation communities, including dwarf shrub heath.  

 

Å Important area for reptiles and invertebrates. Significant bird species including 

Dartford Warbler (bred recently), Grasshopper Warbler, Skylark and Red 

Grouse.  Also important for stonechat, whinchat and wheatear. Hen Harrier and 

Short-eared owl make use of the site and it is an important foraging area for 

Merlin, Hobby and Long-eared Owls.  

 

ÅUrban fringe with frequent wildfires. Most devastating in 1976 and 2004  



Aims   

 

 





 

  

 

 











Operation Blorenge    

.  

 
Å 2004 fire cost in excess of £1 million excluding ecological damage. 

Blorenge Fire Management Group set up in response. 

 

Å Partnership of local authorities, CCW, Brecon Beacons, Forestry 

Commission, South Wales Fire and rescue Service and Gwent Police. 

 

Å Small grant from Welsh Assembly Government for Air Support Unit 

helicopter operation, shared quad bike, promotion and signage ï óOperation 

Blorengeô. 

 

Å 2-day air operation in March 2005 to identify those people deliberately 

lighting fires and to direct patrols on the ground. Also to deter illegal off road 

biking.  

 

 

 

 



Operation Blorenge    

.  



Operation Blorenge    

.  

Did it work?  

 

Å Apparent reduction in wildfire events in 2005.  

 

Å Blorenge Fire Management Group commended by Welsh Assembly 

Government. 

 

Å Short-term reduction in other illegal activities. 

 

Å Few long-term benefits.  

 

Å Failure to secure long-term funding / solutions.  

 

Å Blorenge Fire Management Group became inactive shortly after 

Operation Blorenge. 

 

 



Lessonsé 

Å The Blorenge Fire Management Group was manly driven by one 

enthusiastic Fire-fighter. When this individual moved on, the group 

collapsed. 

 

Å People may loose interest when there are few wildfires (wet 

summers etc.).  

 

Å Vital to secure long-term commitment from partners at the outset 

(sign up to fire plan / SLA) 

 

Å Regional or local partnerships are an excellent way to share best 

practice, raise awareness and obtain funding. However, it is vital to  

implement practical measures. At the very least, these should 

include the production of effective local fire plans and if appropriate, 

the cutting of irebreaks.  

 

 



 FLP Fire Management 

 

We are fortunate to have funding  

and dedicated staff are implementing   

a wide-range of  

measures:  

 

Å Local moorland fire plan  

Å Firebreaks  

Å Machinery ring  

Å Controlled heather burning and cutting programme 

Å Restoration of fire-damaged habitats   

Å Training  

Å Volunteer rangers  

Å Monitoring 

Å óResurrectingô Blorenge Fire Management Group 

 

 

 

 

 

Firebreak network: 

Blorenge SSSI  

Firebreaks cut in 2010  


