Preparing for Wildfire
In the UK
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Introduction




The Heather Trust

A What is The Heather Trust?
I A charity

Dedicated to moorland management

throughout the UK

I A membership organisation

A What do we do?

Seek to integrate all management
provide an independent view

work for & with: private landowners,
farmers, agencies & NGOs

contribute to committees & consultations
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Wildfire Conference,
South Africa, May 2011

A Chance to mix with international
wildfire community

ASoak up other pe
A Put UK issues in perspective
A Bring some ideas back

A Interesting timing
I Fires burning across UK




Impressions 1

A Scale of global wildfire

350-400m ha p.a.
size of India

A Effect of climate change

Increasing temperature fire activity
Link between temperature and rainfall
+10% precipitation =C

A Spanish problem

Current area of wildfire 148,000 ha p.a.
Climate change modé&lmedium scenario
Increasing to 1,526,000 ha by 2050
Exacerbated by weather events




Impressions 2

A South Africa

I Expenditure R306m
I Forestry losses from wildfire R3lh
I Fire suppression target 368,000 ha p.a.

A Wildfire risk reduction

I Prescribed burning an accepted policy
i Fight fire with fire

A Flames do not need to be put out
A Fire is a natural phenomenon

i Not a new problem
I Going to see more of it

A Poor communities rely on open fires
I Cooking, heating more sources agnition




Impressions 3

A Australia BlackSaturdayi 7 Feb 2009

i 450,000 hdurnt, 173 deaths, 2029 houses log"
cost A\us4Bn

A Smoke pollutiori Russia
I July / August 2010
I 55,800people prematurdeaths




Impressions 4

A International cooperation
Enormous amount of work in progress
Research
Development of techniques

.
.
.

A Better application of science
I Fire danger rating systems
I Better understanding of science
I Modelling
I Fire weather index

A UK a poor relation
I Areluctant player
I Great benefit to be had from improving links




