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Managing the risk to firefighters 
and the landscape by the 

adoption of a multi -stranded 
wildfire strategy  



Introduction  

This presentation is not intended as 
an advertisement for CFRS and how 
good we are at wildfire.  

It is a record of our journey with 
wildfire and the development of our 
current position.  

Included are a few things we have 
learned on the way that might help 
others who are starting out.  
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Summary  
ÅBackground  

ÅWildfire Project  

ÅNFRS Partnership  

ÅOperational Response  

ÅEquipment & PPE  

ÅSafety & Prediction Systems  

ÅTraining  

ÅCumbria Wildfire Group  

ÅNext steps  

 



Background  

ÅIn 2006 CFRS approached by CCCôs 
countryside access officer and the 
vice chair of Cumbriaôs CLA with 
concerns over the FSI and the 
gathering of rural risk information  

ÅCo-incidental invitation to work in 
partnership with NFRS on wildfire  

ÅStart of Wildfire Project in CFRS  



Senior Management Buy -In  

Real risk to firefighters identified  



No effective safety system for this  situation  



Or this!  



Potential Outcome  
 

Eleven Firefighter deaths in Spain 
 in 2005 in one incident  



Similar terrain, 
similar fuel load.  



CFRS Wildfire Project  

Å2007 IRMP identified the risk  

ïClimate change  

ïIncrease in recreational use  

ïCumbriaôs landscape & rural economy 

ïScale of  óat riskô terrain 

ÅCommitment to funding measures to 
reduce the risk  



At risk  
ÅCumbria  
ï2613 square miles  
ï80 miles long  
ï60 miles across  

ÅOpen Access Land  
ï825 square miles  

ÅLake District 
National Park  
ï  885 square miles  

ÅYorkshire Dales 
National Park  
ï   82 square miles  

ÅPopulation  
ï0.5 million  
ï16 million visitors 

per annum  
ïSpending £926 

million  

ÅLimited resources  
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At risk  
 

278 SSSIôs 
 = 514 square miles  
 
Other areas of 
protection  
Eg  SACôs,  SPAôs etc 
 = 888 square miles  
 

SSSIôs 



460 square miles  

Including:  

ÅGrassland  

ÅHeathland  

ÅMire/Fen/Bog  

Biodiversity 
Action Plan 

(BAP) priority 
areas  

 at risk from 
wildfire  

 



Trees  
Å 261 square miles 

forest/woodland  

ï 10% of Cumbria  

ï 50% of woodland 
in NW England  

Å 74 square miles 
Forestry 
Commission  

 

Coniferous 

Woodland 


